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(From page 10)

founding figures of computers, discussed the question of “can machines
think in the same way as humans?” by replacing it with a thought
experiment of “can machines respond and ask questions in the
same way as humans?” He added adequate memory capacity to a
digital calculator and increased its speed and providing it with an
appropriate program; thus, he argued that, in a trial game, a computer
is able to perform in the same manner as responding to a human
being. That is, he held that machines could have the same thought
process as a human.

However, to presume an existence of something capable of
having the same cognitive capacity as a human being would threaten
the place of humans in this world. Therefore, many novels and
movies were created over the issue of artificial intelligence.

Today, based on a computer’s data processing system, there are
research fields that study human cognitive systems and the intellect;
the question of “can machines think?” is no longer cutting edge
expression.

As an outsider, I have no intentions of critiquing this field. But I
find it very interesting that Turing’s discussion of the trial game has
been suggestive in the discussion of the unique feature of the human
intellect. I would like to explore this matter for a while.

Saburo Yagi — The Path Towards Normalization (7) Welfare
Conditions Abroad: Denmark [2]

Denmark’s policy regarding the handicapped is carried
out at three levels of the state, the five regional administrative
institutions (Rigion), and the ninety eight local government
bodies (Kommune). Their major roles are to provide social
service to all its citizens based on the ideal of universality,
regardless of their wealth, and to institute laws regarding
various social welfare matters and nurture a social structure that
could allow people to maintain their lives. Rigion oversees the
management of hospitals, medical administration, social welfare
for the disabled, regional administrative planning, and policies
regarding development and environmental protection. Kommune
(local self-government body) provides services for the local
population, and these include initial medical care, social welfare,
healthcare other than medical treatment, preschool education,
and services related to everyday life such as garbage and sewage
services.

The Kommune is not divided into categories of city, town,
village based on population, as in the case of our country, but
rather formed around a population base that would enable detailed
services. The average population is from 10,000 to 20,000
people and the smallest one has about 3,000. Local governance is
particularly advanced in Denmark, and the Rigion and Commune
play a significant role in the policy regarding welfare for the
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