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Saburo Yagi — The Path Towards Normalization (3) Core Ideals of
Welfare for the Disabled

Since the International Year of Disabled Persons of 1981, the social
environment for disabled people has been changing rapidly. The driving
force of this change is the ideal of normalization, which took shape under
the vision of N.E. Bank Mikkslsen of Denmark in 1959. This ideal does
not seek to “make the disabled closer to those with no disability and
thereby render them normal.” Rather, it argues that it is the society’s
responsibility to create a living condition for the disabled in the same way
as those of others; further, “normalization” is defined as making it a norm
for the disabled people to live their lives in conditions similar to those of
other people.

This living condition refers to “receiving an education, working,
participating in leisurely activity, participating in social life, voting,
moving, living as free citizen without segregation, living together with
those of the other sex, having a sex life, getting married and having
children, and having the right to receive social services as needed.”
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