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Jesus as a healer of unsurpassable stature. Followers of
mesmerism admired his ability to heal people by laying his
hands upon them. Kardecism’s healing method, of laying
hands, was accepted by such group of people. Kardecism
began to expand in the city of Salvador, in the state of Bahia,
where the influence of African religious spirituality was
strong. There was an attempt to gain official recognition from
the government, but this was stopped by the archbishop of
Salvador, who regarded Kardecism as a danger. The focus
of activities then shifted to Rio Janeiro, and in 1873, the first
Kardecism cooperative was established. Among the entries
were the relatively wealthy and politically elites such as Free
Masons and abolitionists.

Midori Horiuchi — Connecting ‘“Life”’: The Phenomenon
of Life and Death (31) On “Life” [2]

Any "life" has difficulties in its attempt to live. An infant,
who passed away by emaciation after being abandoned by
his parents, was discovered after a few years. What can we
make of this boy’s “life,” whose body was reduced to skeletal
remains. Also, there are children born to live a short life or life
with severe disabilities. There are others who languish with
rare illnesses with no medical treatment in sight. However, in
condition where family and friends and colleagues provide
love and support, there is a way to live as a human being with
human dignity.

Saburo Yagi — The Path Towards Normalization (29) Case
of Denmark [1]

Parking spaces for those with disabilities can be
found throughout the city of Copenhagen. On the streets,
white lines demarcate the space, and a pictogram of the
international symbol of the wheelchair is painted within the
space. No colors are used on the road, and thus, it remains
discreet. However, the wheelchair mark is painted in blue
signs and can be seen by far away. The width of the parking
space for those with disabilities is 3.5 meters wide: in
comparison, general parking spaces are 2.5 meters wide.
The area of the parking space is painted blue, and a white
wheelchair mark is painted within this space. Unlike Japan,
there are no fences or cones to prevent unlawful uses. There
are also parking spaces for those with children, and these are
painted yellow and are easily differentiated from spaces for
people with disabilities.

Parking time is limited to three hours, and parking for
a longer amount of time is not permitted. There is always a
parking staff on watch.

Jiro Sawai — Great East Japan Earthquake and Religion
(1) Great East Japan Earthquake: then and now

Given the background I have been given the opportunity
to write about the Great East Japan Earthquake and religion. I
have only lived in affected prefectures and have not conducted
studies of the disaster areas nor can I disclose new studies
or research results on this topic. However, what I can do
is, relying upon various summaries published elsewhere,
introduce the current conditions of disaster areas and the
various projects that were undertaken. However, if such
endeavor leads to opportunities to revisit the disaster and the
current conditions of the afflicted areas and its people, then, I
will be most fortunate. Since the disaster, many people have
taken part in the recovery process. Among them, there were
many people associated with religions. Also, religionists
were in need in conditions where people were distraught with
fear and plight. I will introduce several cases of activities by
religious individuals.
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