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are requested to take part in some functionality to enable the organizing
of citizen empowerment. In this regard, fund-raising to support its
activities has become an issue particularly for NPO, but there are many
organizations that do not actively engage in fund-raising. Raising funds
involve articulating the organization's mission and disseminating its
activities and relevant information and thus increasing a sympathetic
following. It is an opportune moment for self-empowerment but many
organizations are shying away from such opportunities. Fund-raising
that leads to citizen's self-empowerment is a theme that requires further
attention.

Masato Fujiwara — Laicité and Tenrikyo’s Mission in France (2)
What is Laicité? [2]

A dictionary's definition of laicité states,"non-religious, secular,
separation of church and state," as well as "a state that refrains from any
religious authority and a church that does maintain any political power.
Separation of civil society and religious society."

Laicité is often used without translation, and is difficult to express
in a single Japanese term. The fundamental principle of laicité is the
freedom of belief and the equality of rights; it is a rational compromise
where religion must not dominate civil society and where there is
equality in establishing one's rights and a respect for the principle of non-
discrimination. Phrases such as separation of church and state and non-
religiosity appear to have negative views of religion. However, laicité
does not imply the abolition of religion but rather a freedom of choice in
regard to religion.
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