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royal capital within a short span of two months. Later, however,
rapid Christianization led to friction with the values and habits of the
traditional society, and this led to a dispute among the successors of
the crown.

Kazukuni Watanabe — Paving the Way Towards Local
Community Welfare: Creation of a New Culture of Philanthropy
(9) Undertaking of the “Tenri Pe-supe-su Project”[2]

Human beings are challenged with the task of creating, in addition
to family and school/workplace, a community and a third place of
belonging—“a third place” —within it. The community chest’s new
undertaking, the “Tenri Pe-supe-su Project,” developed its activities
on the theme of “a place of belonging within the region.” This was
an undertaking appropriate to the community chest, a fundraising
movement within the local people. An executive committee comprised
of people who worked in the areas of social welfare in Tenri became
the platform to promote this project, and the project began to move
forward in concrete ways.

Juri Kaneko — Contemporary Religion and Woman (5) The
Mystery of the Henjo Nanshi

The term, “henjo nanshi” (transformation into male), appears in the
Lotus Sutra (Chinese translation) in section often cited for “Buddhism’s
discrimination against women.” Through a comparison of the Sanskrit
and Chinese accounts of this section, I would like to reflect upon the
issue of scriptural translation. Both accounts seek to demonstrate the
possibility for women to attain enlightenment, and there is no denying
the sole priority attributed to males as a sexuality. Even the non-
attainable stature of the female body—a theory inserted in the Chinese
translation—reveals an unexpected dimension, of gender equality, in the
Sanskrit version of the henjo nanshi, when examined in relation to the
Thirty-two Signs of the Great Man.
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