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Republic of the Philippines
Department of Education |
Region NI '
Division of City Schools
West District
MALABANIAS ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
Angeles City

oW day of August, 2004 . NI
2 City, Philippines

ANGEL . RONQUILLO

hool Principal
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“SALAMAT”
Semba Sachiko Tenri University

Emerson, Rommal, Kenjie, Edren, and James.....These are the names of the children I
met in Philippines and I can still see their radiant look in my eyes and I can still hear
their laughter in my ears.

During this summer vacation, I took in “the international participation project”
organized by my college, Tenri University. The content of the project was to teach
Filipinas pupils how to play recorders, because they have almost no opportunities for
taking music classes.

Teaching school, this was not before in my life. At first I felt nervous before pupils,
but when the class was over, I always felt accomplishment, and I was happy to hear
children say thank you for us. Everyday when we walked in the school, every child
smiled to us, called our names and greeted us cheerfully.

As the classes are proceeding, not good at English but active students became to play
important rolls. To see them, I realized again that our attitude, personality and our own
charms are much more important than language skill in people-to-people exchange. For
example, when children were so keen on playing recorders and didn’t listen to us, a
senior student made children hold recorders like this and began to sing and dance. He
was putting real communication in practice. In other times, during a break, while I was
having a chat with several kids, he was showing Japanese “Hige dance”. Many kids
were following him and were dancing together. They were really enjoyed one another
without conversation.

Having said that, I appreciated that I had a little English speaking skill. Since English
was foreign language for both of us, we really enjoyed talking without any hesitation.
Also I was able to find my roll in my group, helping them contact with local people.

The last day was pupils’ recorder recital. Some class did very well and others didn’t.
When the very last goodbye was coming, several kids came to me and gave me letters.
They said they missed me. They were the kids I often talked with and I have
remembered all their names. Seeing their tears keep filling their eyes, I felt I made a
communication of heart with heart, too, though I was not such a big wheel. I recalled
someone said to me, “There must be your secret admirer, too.” So laughter wells up in
me.

Philippines is a cheerful, jesting and easygoing country. But it has many problems,
also, for example, financial poverty. A teacher I met at the elementary school was an
educated, kind and nice person. However, his salary is cheaper than my allowance from
my part time job. Comparing his academic skill and his personality with those of mine,
the gap of payment is really strange. Is there anything I can do for the problem?

Learning from communication in Philippines, I’d like to be honest to people and my
own feeling and I want to became open-minded person. SALAMAT means thank you in
tagalong. I want to say Salamat to kids who directly expressed their feelings, to all
people I met in Philippines, to my friends who carried on this project together, and
teachers who let us. I learned too many things to describe in words. Thank you very
much! To develop my experience, to know more about Philippines and to see the kids
and their teachers, I will go back to Philippines again in near future.
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Know what? Last October 18 we celebrated UNITED NATIONS DAY, the GRADE
FOUR pupils performed playing on the recorder.
They played medley, ITS A SMALL WORLD, SILENT NIGHT, and others. We now
have new piece to perform. We teachers have regular practice day every Friday using
the recorder, but at times we were quite busy with our teaching schedules so missed
practice lately. Hope you could send me those pictures...
can you just send them at home? Regards to all your friends who had gone here in our
school...we're looking forward for your second coming, hope it wont be that long...

thanks... take care... until next..

Miss u all guys.
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