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JSPS Grants-in-aid for Scientific Research (B)
International Research Forum

Toshihiko Izutsu and Religious Studies:

Comparative Religious Perspective on

Izutsu’s Oriental Philosphy

Date: October 15, 2016 (Sat) 13:30-18:00

Place: The First Conference Room, Tenri University

Thisinternational conferenceis held under the auspices of the collaborative research
project titled “ The Examination of the Construction of | zutsu’s Oriental Philosophy
and Its Philosophical Structure from the Perspectives of Comparative Religion,”
whose principal investigator is Professor Yoshitsugu Sawai, with the financial support
of the JSPS Grants-in-aid for Scientific Research (B).
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A Few Words on Convening the International Conference

Noriaki Nagao, President of Tenri University

| am very honored that this international research forum on “Oriental Philosophy” which
Professor Toshihiko Izutsu pioneered is being held here at Tenri University. This internationa
conference gathers not only the representative scholars of religious studies in the Japanese academic
world of the history of religions, but also two famous scholars of religious studies from abroad as
well.

The direct relationship of our university with Professor lzutsu goes back to December 1986.
Tenri  University invited him to the Tenri International Symposium '86, entitled
“Cosmos-Life-Religion: Beyond Humanism,” which our university organized, commemorating the
Centennial Anniversary of Oyasama, the Foundress of Tenrikyo. Professor 1zutsu delivered a public
lecture whose theme was “ Cosmos and Anti-Cosmos: From the Standpoint of Oriental Philosophy.”
His public lecture is contained in both the ninth and specia volumes of the Complete Works of
Toshihiko Izutsu, published from Keio University Press. This project to publish al his works began
in September 2013 and was recently completed in September 2016. Considering that the theme of
today’s conference, that is, “Toshihiko Izutsu and Religious Studies: Izutsu’s Oriental Philosophy
from the Comparative Perspective of Religions,” is closely related to the content of his public lecture
thirty years ago at the Tenri International Symposium, | am naturally filled with deep emotion.

Professor Toshihiko lzutsu's “Oriental Philosophy” has attracted much attention by scholars
both in Japan and abroad. Moreover, research on his philosophical reflections is being highly
promoted. In the midst of such an inclination, | hope this international research forum on lzutsu's
“Oriental Philosophy” will contribute to the development of religious studies in Japan as well asin

foreign countries.

The Purpose of the Research Forum

Toshihiko lzutsu (1914-93) was a distinguished scholar of Oriental philosophy and Islamic
thought who was recognized not only in Japan but aso around the world. He is famous for his
attempt to construct a unique “Oriental Philosophy,” based on his familiarity with the world's
religious thought. By reading the main texts of Oriental thoughts semantically, he formulated a
philosophical perspective known as “Oriental Philosophy.” Recently, his philosophical reflection has
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been the subject of research by scholars throughout the world.

In the context of this academic trend within religious studies, we are very pleased to organize
an international research forum on lzutsu's “Oriental Philosophy,” with the participation of two
famous scholars of religious studies from abroad. We would be very grateful if this internationa
conference could contribute to further research on and a better understanding of lzutsu's
philosophical reflections.

This international conference is held under the auspices of the collaborative research project
titled “The Examination of the Construction of lzutsu's Oriental Philosophy and Its Philosophica
Structure from the Perspectives of Comparative Religion,” whose principal investigator is Professor
Yoshitsugu Sawai, with the financial support of the JSPS Grants-in-aid for Scientific Research (B).

Program

Chairperson: Katsumi Shimada (Professor, Tenri University)
13:30~13:35 Opening Remarks
Noriaki Nagao (President, Tenri University)
13:35~13:55 The Collaboration Research Report and the Purpose of This Conference
Yoshitsugu Sawai (Professor, Tenri University; Principal investigator of
the collaborative research project)
Session I
14:00~14:40 Lecture 1 (in Japanese)
Toshihiko Izutsu’s Islamic Research and “Oriental Philosophy”
Shigeru Kamada (Professor emeritus, The University of Tokyo; Former
President of the Society for Near Eastern Studies in Japan)
14:40~15:20 Lecture 2 (in English)
Izutsu Toshihiko as a Resource for the Study of Religions:
A View from North America
Gregory D. Alles (Professor, McDaniel College, USA; Editor of the IAHR

journa Numen )
15:20~15:30 Short Break
Session 11
15:30~16:10 Lecture 3 (in English)

Meta-historical Dialogue: Izutsu’s Alternative in the Interfaith
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Engagement
Anis Malik Thoha (Rector, Sultan Agung Islamic University, Indonesia)
16:10~16:50 Lecture 4 (in Japanese)
The Culminating Field of Metaphysical Experience: A Study on
Izutsu’s “Spiritual Orient”
Masako Keta (Professor, Kyoto University; President of the Japanese
Association for Religious Studies)

Discussion Session
16:50~17:05 Comments

Shin Nomoto (Professor, Keio University)
17:05~17:55 General Discussion

17:55~18:00 Closing Remarks

The Collaboration Research Report and the Purpose of
the International Research Forum

Yoshitsugu Sawai
Professor, Tenri University; Principal investigator of
the collaborative research project)

Recently, interest in the “Oriental Philosophy” which Toshihiko lzutsu (1914-1993) attempted
to construct has been increasing not only in Japan but in foreign countries as well. The Complete

Works of Toshihiko Izutsu (12 volumes and the special volume, Keio University Press, 2013-2016),

whose publication began in September 2013, were completed last September.

In our cooperative research project, “The Construction of Izutsu's Oriental Philosophy and the

Consideration of Its Philosophical Structure from the Comparative Perspective of Religions,” we

have been accumulating our cooperative research on the philosophical structure of 1zutsu’s Oriental

Philosophy since April 2014. During this period, we organized several research forums on lzutsu’s

Oriental Philosophy; we also presented our research papers in panels at the annual conference of the
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Japanese Association for Religious Studies for last three years and at the panel of the IAHR World
Congress, held in Erfurt in 2015.

Here, | would like to report on the main points of our cooperative research and explain the
purpose of thisinternational research forum.

[Members of the Cooperative Research Project]

Our cooperative research project on lzutsu's Oriental Philosophy, is organized by eight scholars
of religious studies, and we have been critically examining lzutsu's philosophical reflections. The
members of our project are;

Yoshitsugu Sawai, Professor of Tenri University, the investigator of the project,

Indian philosophy.

Shigeru Kamada, Professor emeritus of the University of Tokyo, Islamic philosophy.

Masako Keta, Professor of Kyoto University, Philosophy of religion.

Hiroshi Ichikawa, Professor of the University of Tokyo, Judaic philosophy.

Masaru Ikezawa, Professor of the University of Tokyo, Chinese philosophy.

Masashi Kawato, Rikkyo University, Psychology of religion.

Shin Nomoto, Professor of the Keio Institute of Cultural and Linguistic Studies,

Keio University, Islamic philosophy.
Katsumi Shimada, Professor of Tenri University, Christian thought.

[The Cooperative Research and Its Content]
Research Forum
We have previously organized four research forums. at Tenri University, the University of
Tokyo, Kyoto University, and Keio University. Moreover, we conducted research on lzutsu's
private library at his house and on his hand-written manuscripts at the Media Center of Keio
University. The details of our cooperative research are given in areport at the end of this Program
Pamphlet. The research forums themselves were as follows:
*Thefirst research forum at Tenri University on June 14, 2014.
Research on the places in Narawhich Izutsu visited (June 15, 2014)
*The second research forum at the Institute for Advanced Studies on Asia, the University of Tokyo
on November 22, 2014.
Research on lzutsu’'s private library at his house in Kamakura (November 23, 2014)
*The third research forum at Kyoto University on April 25, 2015.
Research on Keiji Nishitani’s religious studies at his house in Kyoto (April 26, 2015)
*The fourth research forum at the Keio Institute of Cultural and Linguistic Studies, Keio University
on November 14, 2015.
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Research on lzutsu’'s handwritten manuscripts at the Media Center of Keio University
on November 13, 2015.

Panel presentations at the annual meetings of the Japanese Association for Religious Studies

At the annual meetings of the JARS, we presented our researches at the following panels on

Izutsu’s Oriental Philosophy.

*The 72nd annual meeting at Kokugakuin University on September 8, 2013.
Panel “Oriental Religious Thoughts and Toshihiko 1zutsu”

*The 73rd annual meeting at Doshisha University on September 13, 2014.
Panel “lzutsu’s Oriental Philosophy from the Perspective of Religious Studies”

*The 74th annual meeting at Soka University on September 6, 2015.
Panel “Oriental Religious Thoughts and |zutsu’s Philosophical Reflection”

*The 75fifth annual meeting at Waseda University on September 10, 2016.
Panel “Religion and Language in Toshihiko 1zutsu’s ‘ Oriental Philosophy’”

Panel presentation at the XXI IAHR World Congress

At the XXI IAHR World Congress, held in Erfurt in 2015, we presented the result of our
research on lzutsu’'s Oriental Philosophy on August 27, 2015.

*Panel “Toshihiko Izutsu and Oriental Religious Thought,” chaired by Yoshitsugu Sawai.
Masaru Ikezawa, “Confucianism, Daoism, and Toshihiko lzutsu: Comments on "Rectifying

Names' and "Being Arises from Non-being"

Juan José L6pez Pazos, “Language and Its Meaning in lzutsu’s Oriental Philosophy”
Masahiro Shimoda, “ Some Reflections on Izutsu's Metaphysics of Consciousness. Focusing on

His Interpretation of the Buddhist Philosophy of the Treatise of the Awakening of the Faith of

the Mahayana”

Yoshitsugu Sawai, “lzutsu’s Semantic Perspectives of Indian Philosophy”
Response: Gregory D. Alles
[The Purpose of the International Research Forum]

From his semantic perspectives, Toshihiko lzutsu attempted to clarify the primordial
relationship between language and reality in Oriental philosophy. According to his theory of the
semantic articulation by language, called “the articulation of meaning, i.e., the articulation of
reality” (M0 Hi - Bl - 7775 53 H), he wanted to elucidate the fundamental pattern of reflection,
unique to Oriental philosophy.

At this international research forum, in regard to Toshihiko Izutsu's “Oriental Philosophy,”
we would like to clarify the characteristics of his philosophical reflection and examine it from

the perspectives of comparative religion.
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The Perspectives of Izutsu’s Oriental Philosophy
According to lzutsu, “Oriental Philosophy” in fact consists of “the complex philosophical
traditions which coexist, being complicated with intricacy.” Thus, lzutsu says:
Oriental philosophical traditions should be newly hermeneutically grasped toward the
future. Thisis my present conviction.
Complete Works of Toshihiko Izutsu, the fifth volume, p. 392.
One needs to read the texts of traditional thoughts, which were transmitted to us as
valuable cultural legacies, positively from the modern perspectives completely in new
way, without offering them on the altar as the past ones in vain. Responding to the acute
request of contemporary thought, one needs to read and develop the possibility of
philosophical reflection, suggested in classical texts, creatively toward the future.
Complete Works of Toshihiko Izutsu, the tenth volume, p. 481.
*Twelve lectures at the Eranos Conference (1967-1982)

Izutsu's Oriental Philosophy sprang to life in his lectures which he delivered at the Eranos
Conference. One can understand it from his philosophical discussions in his work, The
Structure of Oriental Philosophy.

Cf. Toshihiko lzutsu, The Structure of Oriental Philosophy: Collected Papers of the
Eranos Conference, 2 vols., the lzutsu Library Series on Oriental Philosophy 4, Keio

University Press, 2008.

Characteristics of Izutsu’s Oriental Philosophy
Oriental philosophers subjective interests were in the “primordia relationship between
language and redlity.”
The multi-layered structure of reality and consciousness is the fundamental characteristic of
Oriental philosophy.
+ The multi-layered structure of reality.
+ The multi-layered structure of consciousness.
There is the correspondence between consciousness and redlity.
+ The systematic methods of training for opening the depth of consciousness.
zazen (A48 Zen Buddhism), yoga (Hinduism), ching tso (quiet sitting ##442),
tso wang (sitting in oblivion 44 15)
Complete Works of Toshihiko Izutsu, the fifth volume, pp. 421—425.
According to lzutsu, Oriental philosophers look at both the superficial and deep
dimensions of reality and consciousness “from a double standpoint.” In regard to Oriental

philosophers, Izutsu says: “The so-called Oriental philosophers are those who stay in the
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deep consciousness after opening it. They are those who can look at the things and events
appearing a the dimension of superficial consciousness from the horizon of deep

consciousness.” Complete Works of Toshihiko Izutsu, the sixth volume, p. 13.

Methodological Perspectives on Izutsu’s Semantics
- Language is the “system of cognitive patterns or articulated forms’ (the semantics of Humboldt
School); things and events are produced by the semantic articulation by language.

“Every language establishes a unique world-view individually.”

“A person who is born at a certain society of language unconsciously articulates “reality”
through the articulated forms of the language and looks at the world with the cognitive
patterns which are provided by them. Or they rather create the world.”

Complete Works of Toshihiko Izutsu, the fifth volume, p. 190.
» “semantic articulation” (=the division of reality by meanings)

According to lzutsu, the term “articulation” corresponds to a Buddhist word vikalpa. In
this regard, he argues, the “semantic articulation” means that by drawing the lines of division
vertically and horizontally on the surface of the totally one space of *no-thing” which has no
crack and no split, there appear the unlimited meaningful units of being with their
individually unique linguistic signs (or names).

Complete Works of Toshihiko Izutsu, the tenth volume, p. 493.
“Semantic articulation, i.e., ontological articulation” is the fundamental state of the appearance
of beings.
“Redlity” asatext
“Readlity” is not objectively given as existing from the beginning, but a space of sign which
a human being creates, while weaving it meaningfully through language. But language has the
foundation of alaya-conscousness. Ibid., p. 178.
» The “zero-point of consciousness and Being” as the key-term of lzutsu's philosophy, which
expresses the “ absolutely ultimate state of existence” (= the “state prior to language”) as
The state of ontologically non-articulation, prior to the semantic articulation by language
(Lao-tzu's state of “name-less’ (wu ming E4).
- The division of Oriental metaphysics. the metaphysics of “Being” or that of “Nothing”
In this regard, lzutsu says:
“By assuming this absolutely non-articulated state as the fundamental “Being” positively
or as the fundamental “Nothing” negatively, Oriental metaphysics is generally divided
into two: the metaphysics of “Being” and that of Nothing.
Complete Works of Toshihiko Izutsu, the tenth volume, p. 300.
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[Lecture 1]

Toshihiko Izutsu’s Islamic Studies and Its Development
Toward “Oriental Philosophy”

Shigeru Kamada
(Professor emeritus, the University of Tokyo)

Toshihiko lzutsu is known today especialy for his relatively late book Consciousness and
Essence, which represented his plan for an “Oriental Philosophy” characterized by the perspectives
of comparative thought or comparative philosophy. At the same time, he was a so a respected scholar
of Islam, known for such works as the Japanese translation of the Qu 'ran and his History of Islamic
Thought (in Japanese: Isuramu shisoshi, 1975). Among the various traditions of thought that he
incorporated into his framework of “Oriental Philosophy,” he gave special attention to Islam.

Starting at a young age, lzutsu wrote works on Islam and the Arabic language. In Islamic
studies he published works on such subjects as a general history of Islamic thought, the Qu 'ran, the
Prophet Muhammad, Islamic law, and Islamic mysticism. As representative of his worksin Islamic
studies, however, one can select one work from each of two academic areas.* Thefirst is hisanalysis
of the ethico-religious concepts in the Qu’ran and of the development and discussion of these
concepts in Islamic theology. The other is his analysis of the reflections of the mystic Ibn ‘Arabi,
who died in 1240, and of thinkers who developed their reflections in conjunction with his. Not many
scholars are interested in both of these areas; even among those who are interested in Izutsu’'s works
there is a certain tendency to focus on just one area or the other. In any case, since lzutsu himself
worked in these two academic areas, it may be significant to think about how to grasp his
philosophical reflection consistently, through his works in these two academic areas. Moreover, how
one understands lzustu’s Ilamic research relates to one's understanding of the “ Oriental Philosophy”
of hislater period.

In both academic areas, |zutsu adopted a standpoint that he called semantics. It consists of the
method of grasping a given text as a unity, regarding its key concepts as representing unique
meanings in the context of their mutual relationships, and grasping and analyzing these meanings.
Although semantic research is fundamentally synchronic, it may be possible to achieve a certain
diachronic understanding by gathering together synchronic analyses from several different periods.
In his Qu’ranic and theological studies, Izutsu is able to clarify the changing meanings of concepts
and in discourse over time by tracing the meanings of concepts in three different contexts: the

Jjahiltyah (that is, the time before the Prophet Muhammad), the Qu’ran, and later theology. Since the
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words used as key-terms are relatively common in all three periods, it is possible to trace their
semantic changes over time.

In Ibn ‘Arabi’s thought, the concept of Being (wujiid) occpies the central position. By his time,
reflection on Being was well developed within Islamic philosophy (falsafa). The abstract concept of
Being did not derive directly from the Qu’ranic context; instead, reflection on this concept was
rooted in Greek philosophy, especially Aristotelianism. If one were to attempt to undertake semantic
studies with the diachronic orientation seen in Izutsu’s Qu’ranic and theological studies, one could
trace the concept of Being in the works of Islamic philosophers. In hiswork on Ibn ‘Arabi’s thought,
Izutsu concentrated on a synchronic presentation of the semantic world found in Ibn ‘Arab1’s work.

Izutsu’s semantic method by itself is synchronic and applicable to the study of the Qur’an and
later theology, on the one hand, and to the study of Ibn ‘Arabi’s mystical thought, on the other. It was
in his work with the Qur'an and theology that lzutsu applied his semantic method in a certain
diachronic direction. In contrast, in his work on Ibn ‘Arabi’s thought he disregarded the historical
dimension. In this regard, one may say that in order to compare Ibn ‘Arab1’s thought with Taoistic
thinking, Izutsu dared to avoid historical discussion.

From his youth, 1zutsu was interested in mystical as well as Indian and Chinese thought. In
order to connect his Islamic philosophical reflection with the mindset that he held from a very young
age on, the academic area comprised by the Qur’an and Islamic theology was insufficient. In a sense,
it was necessary for him to consider the mystical thought of Ibn ‘Arabi. It is easy to think that an
academic method that depends upon historical sequences may not function well enough to cover vast
areas. In this regard, one can say that [zutsu’s comparative studies of Ibn ‘Arab1 and Taoistic thought
broadly proved that a semantic method could be adequate for a comparative study of different ways
of thinking.

In one sense, lzutsu’s study of the Qu’ran and Ilamic theology on the one hand, and of Ibn
‘Arab1’s thought on the other, are based on the same method, the semantic method. One may argue,
however, the Izutsu's practical applications of this method differ in their concern with historicity or
time. Furthermore, the orientation found in lzutsu’s later “Oriental Philosophy” may be regarded as
the development of the semantic method that was clearly apparent in his study of Ibn ‘Arabi’s
thought. In regard to the method, Izutsu’s Qur’anic and theological research was the same as that
employed in his later “Oriental Philosophy.” In regard to its practical application, however, one may
argue, his method did not have any direct connection with the orientation of his later “Oriental

Philosophy.”

* Toshihiko Izutsu’s main works on Islam are follows:
(1) The Structure of the Ethical Terms in the Koran, 1959.
-Ethico-Religious Concepts in the Qur’an, 1966.
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-The Structure of Meaning: an Analysis of the Ethico-Religious Concepts in the Qur’an
[in Japanese, Imi no kozo: Koran ni okeru shitkyo-dotoku gainen no bunseki), translated
into Japanese by Shinya Makino, 1972.
-Collected Works of Toshihiko Izutsu (Tokyo: Chuo-koron-sha), the fourth volume, 1992.
-Complete Works of Toshihiko lzutsu (Tokyo: Keio University Press), the eleventh volume,
2015.
(2) God and Man in the Koran - Semantics of the Koranic Weltanschauung 1964 (the new edition,
Keio University Press, 2015.)
(3) The Concept of Belief in Islamic Theology 1965. (the new edition, Keio University Press, 2016.)
(4) A Comparative Study of the Key Philosophical Concepts in Sufism and Taoism - Ibn ‘Arabi and
Lao-tzu, Chuan-tzu - 1966-67.
- Sufism and Taoism - A Comparative Study of Key Philosophical Concepts 1983.
(5) The Concept and Reality of Existence 1971.
(6) Reading the Qu 'ran [in Japanese, Koran o yomu, 1983.]
-Collected Works of Toshihiko Izutsu (Tokyo: Chuo-koron-sha), the eighth volume, 1991.
-lwanami Modern bunko, 2013.
-Complete Works of Toshihiko Izutsu (Tokyo: Keio University Press), the seventh volume,
2014.

[Lecture 2]

Izutsu Toshihiko as a Resource for the Study of Religions:

A View from North America

Gregory D. Alles (Professor, McDaniel College, USA;
Editor of the IAHR journal Numen )

Izutsu Toshihiko is a classic figure in the study of Japanese religions. He is internationally
renowned for his work on Islam, for his contributions to the Eranos conferences, and for his
conception of Oriental Philosophy. What is his significance for the study of religions today?

It often happens in academics that scholars pay lip service to their predecssors and analyze their

writings with a great deal of sophistication, but when they turn to academic work themselves, they
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pursue different paths. It would be unfortunate if Izutsu’s work suffered this fate, and for two reasons.
First, the quality of his work continues to merit serious attention; and second, taking lzutsu’'s work
seriously can help redress an unfortunate deficiency in the practice of the study of religions today.
Like other humanists and social scientists, scholars of religions who work outside of North America
often tend to defer excessively to theorists from the so-called West — Freud, Weber, Durkheim,
Geertz, Foucault, and so on — at the cost of giving serious attention to theorists in their own
traditions. By contrast, scholars from North America and Europe pay insufficient attention to
theorists from elsewhere. In this situation, lzutsu stands as an important thinker of religion who
deserves to be — but is not — every bit as influential as his more famous former colleague, Wilfred
Cantwell Smith.

One way to argue for the continued significance of 1zutsu’s work for the study of religions, both
in Japan and abroad, is to take a cue from a conceptua pattern characteristic of Izutsu’'s Oriental
Philosophy. In several places lzutsu traces a movement from the articulate to the inarticulable and
back again to the articulate. This is a move which is epitomized in his account of Zen, in which koan
and mondo deconstruct the world which language has superimposed onto consciousness, but in
which the person who has experienced that deconstruction nevertheless returns of necessity to a
world of articulation, but with a new mindset. Taking these three stages as a structural guide, it is
possible to identify three ways in which Izutsu’s thought devel ops themes that deserve consideration
by scholars today.

The first way corresponds to the manner in which, in lzutsu's analysis, languages create our

worlds. It concerns lzutsu's practice of semantic analysis. As he defined it, semantic analysis was

an analytical study of the key-terms of alanguage with aview to arriving
eventually at a conceptual grasp of the weltanschauung or world-view of the people
who use that langauage as atool not only of speaking and thinking, but, more
important still, of conceptualizing and interpreting the world that surrounds them.
(Izutsu 2008: 3)

Semantic analysisis an areain which Izutsu excelled, and driven by the motivation to uncover entire
cultural universes, his semantic analyses are seldom matched today in their detail and sophistication.
They provide a model to be reckoned with for both first-order and second-order work: for both
those interested in understanding religions and those interested in critically reflecting on categories

within the study of religions. At the same time, Izutsu's semantic analyses, now a half-century old,
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need to be supplemented by a recognition of other aspects of human linguistic activity. One question
to raise is whether linguistic communities are as homogeneous as lzutsu seems to imagine. If not,
what other techniques are required besides simply anayzing the meanings of words? Another
question, especially important in the context of religious studies, concerns what people use words to
do. The semantic construction of reality hardly exhausts the topic of what religious people do with
words.

The second way in which Izutsu remains — or should remain — relevant to the study of religions
corresponds to the stage of the inarticulable. At its heart, this stage refers to lzutsu's anaysis of
religious consciousness and its relation to essences. A strong case can be made that | zutsu’s approach
to religious consciousness is more subtle and sophisticated than the approaches of well-known
European and North American scholars, such as Rudolf Otto and Ninian Smart. For example, Otto's
account of the holy as a numinous experience of a wholly other in the form of a mysterium
tremendum et fascinans can never really address those forms of religious experience that are claimed
to transcend the division of subject and object. Furthermore, Otto's attempt to link nonrationa
experiences to conceptual content through his notion of schematization is at best clumsy and at worst
unintelligible. In both of these regards, Izutsu's analysis is superior. Religious consciousness as a
topic of serious study, however, seems to have fallen out of favor with scholars of religions these
days. One reason is that the analysis of religious experience relies too heavily on first-person
accounts that are not subject to verification. Despite this, serious philosophers, such as David
Chamers, have in the last twenty years called for the development of a science of consciousness.
Scholars of religions who wish to heed his call need to take lzutsu’s work seriously.

The last move in the pattern followed here is from the inarticulable back to the sphere of
articulation. This provides an opportunity to identify one important limitation in taking lzutsu’s work
as exemplary for the study of religions. That difficulty isthat it remains entirely within the subjective
realm of aworld of experience shaped by language, but scholars of religions need to study more than
language and consciousness — much more. In this regard it may help to reframe the return to
articulation in a manner loosely inspired by applying the Buddhist principle of pratitya-samutpada
to lzutsu’'s own work. Language does not simply construct a world on its own. It is implicated in
complex nets of cause and effect which it shapes but by which it is also shaped. The same is true of
religions. Taking these nets serioudly allows for practices of religious studies inspired by Izutsu's

Oriental Philosophy not only to have a place alongside many other strands within the study of
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religions but also to effect and be effected by them.

Izutsu, Toshihiko. 2008. God and Man in the Qur'an. Petaling Jaya, Malaysia: Islamic Book Trust.

[Lecture 3]
Meta-historical Dialogue: Izutsu’s Alternative
in the Interfaith Engagement

Anis Malik Thoha
(Rector, Sultan Agung Islamic University, Indonesia)

To begin with, 1 should like to establish my submission about the title of my presentation, i.e.,
“meta-historical or transhistorical dialogue: Izutsu’s alternative in the interfaith engagement.”
At least, Professor Toshihiko Izutsu has made it clear about his concern on this very topic twice in
his two different works. First, in his Sufism and Taoism: A Comparative Study of Key Philosophical
Concepts, he said explicitly:

And a comparative consideration of a number of systems sharing the same broad pattern and
differing from each other in details both of origin and historical circumstance would seem to
prove very fruitful in preparing the ground for that which Professor Henry Corbin has aptly
called ‘un didogue dans la métahistoire’, meta-historical or transhistorical dialogue, and
which is so urgently needed in the present situation of the world.” (Toshihiko lzutsu, Sufism
and Taoism: A Comparative Study of Key Philosophical Concepts (Berkeley, Los Angeles,
London: University of California Press, [1983] 1984), p. 2).

Second, in his “Cosmos and Anti-Cosmos. From the Standpoint of Oriental Philosophy,” he
stated rather implicitly:

Nowadays, the feeling is strong everywhere that there is a need for a paradigm of new,
multi-dimensional, global culture which will be obtainable from a philosophical integration
of the various forms of wisdom of East and West. In such a philosophical situation, if
Oriental philosophy could have some positive role to play, it would, | think, consist in
contributing toward the development of a new philosophy, starting from the Oriental
concept of “Nothingness’ or “Void,” which would make possible the construction of
anti-cosmic cosmos, or a “flexible” i.e., internally deconstructed cosmos, as | have just
discussed (Toshihiko Izutsu, “Cosmos and Anti-Cosmos. From the Standpoint of Oriental
Philosophy,” in  Cosmos-Life-Religion: Beyond Humanism, Tenri International
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Symposium '86 (Nara: Tenri University Press, 1988), p. 123).

Izutsu's thesis proposal above is not without ground. For it is an observable fact that the world
we are living today is a fragile global community where conflicts and mutual exclusion among
people of different religious and socia backgrounds have been increasing from time to time and in
different shapes and levels ranging from the less danger to the extreme. Of course, this dreadful
situation is not the monopoly of our age exclusively. It is, indeed, as old as the age of humanity itself,
since as far as the history can tell, there was no human community in the past without a sort of
conflict. However, with the advancement of modern information and communication technology,
whereby the interaction between people of diverse and distance countries has been made easier and
more instant, the world has become commonly felt as a global village. But, as a consequence, the
intensity and escalation of religious, ethnic and racial conflicts has been widely felt more
challenging than before.

Actually, this factual problem has been the subject of intense and rigorous study by many
scholars and experts from various disciplines throughout the ages, and thus, it is only natural that
many widely different approaches and methods of inquiry have been proposed. Likewise, different
forums and platforms for inter-religious dialogue and interfaith engagement, such as seminars,
conferences, symposia, have been held everywhere by variegated institutions and organizations at
national levels as well as international ones. It is interesting to note that out of these studies, forums
and approaches, theological and political agendas seem to be predominantly overwhelming—a
problem itself that, according to many scholars, has become main obstacle responsible for the failure
of inter-religious dialogues to accomplish its expected goal, i.e, to build a better mutual

understanding and peaceful coexistence among the followers of various religions.

Izutsu seems to have been convinced very much with this failure. With his well-known and long
standing expertise in Oriental philosophy in general, and in semantics in particular, he tries his best
to offer an aternative ground to the current practices in the interfaith engagements. According to him,
human being loves the established ontological order, numinous space and orderly situation (cosmos),

while the age in which we are living is that of chaos. To put it in his own words:

It is often said that ours is an age of chaos... an age of the destruction of the ontological
order. In fact, the established ontological order, or the framework of the units of meaning
with which we have hitherto been quite familiar, goes on being rapidly destroyed before our
eyes. In every aspect of human life, irrationality appears. In accord with such agenera trend
of the age, even at the purely philosophical level of thinking, the anti-cosmic spirit
fundamentally or thoroughly began deconstructing Being (Izutsu, 1988: 114).

Departing from “common linguistic system” as the entry, lzutsu proceeds to unravel the

mystery that has so far covered the religious and philosophical treasures and heritage of the Orient in
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order to come up with the “key philosophical concepts’. Using this “key” coupled with his wide
range of reading in various disciplines, especially comparative religion (such as, Rudolf Otto’s Das
Heiligie, Mircea Eliade’'s Sacred and Profane) and philosophy (especially, Jacques Derrida’s
postmodern philosophy of *deconstruction”), lzutsu discovered the “wisdom of the East”
representing in the idea “anti-cosmic cosmos’ that, according to him, is worth promoting to be an
aternative philosophical ground for opening of a new chapter of peaceful and harmonious
coexistence among the globa communities.

Whilst [zutsu’s submission here is worth promoting and does deserve of high appreciation, yet
it does, at the same time, leave some significant questions need to answer. Such as, whether the
concept “ numinous space,” taken respectively from Otto’'s idea of “Numinose” and Eliade’s concept
of “sacred,” isredly fit to its origin, and, moreover, to the real “sacred space” lived up by each and
every religious community of the Orient.

[Lecture 4]

The Culminating Field of Metaphysical Experience:
A Study on Izutsu’s “Spiritual Orient”

Masako Keta (Professor, Kyoto University)

In his work, Metaphysics of Consciousness: the Philosophy of Daijo-kishinron [in Japanese,
Ishiki no keijijogaku: Daijo-kishinron no tetsugaku, 1992], what lzutsu calls “metaphysical
experience” is expressed with such various terms as spiritual experience, mystical experience,
transcendental experience, and fundamental experience. In this regard, 1zutsu continued reflecting
on it through his life. It typically appears in Oriental religious traditions. In Nausea which Sartre
wrote, the experience of feeling nausea for the “bony and uncanny mass in deep black™ is aso
regarded as one of these experiences. In his work, Consciousness and Essence: Toward Spiritual
Orient [in Japanese, Ishiki to honshitsu: seishin teki toyd o motomete, 1991], Izutsu finds in such an
experience the event that the semantic functions of aword being left out, the absolutely unarticul ated
“Being” appears naked. According to lzutsu, the reason why it appears in the sick form of nauseais
that this experience comes into existence in the consciousness which has the nature of intentionality.

Izutsu thinks that our ordinary consciousness exists, depending on the cognition of the
primordial “essence.” In other words, he says, by putting the label of the “essence” in the

unexpressed “Being” which has no label at al, the semantic functions of words make it the
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articulated world of the existent. According to Izutsu, we look at the existent as that which was
semantically articulated from its beginning; in our ordinary world, leaving out the process of the
primordia cognition of the “essence,” we are aive in the horizon of the existent which is already
semantically articulated. In such an ordinary world, when the essence is left out on account of a
certain occasion, and oneis thrown into the completely unarticulated “Being,” one cannot endure the
unarticulated “Being.” One living in the ordinary world accepts the unarticulated “Being” as the
intentional object of consciousness. But since the unarticulated “Being” cannot be grasped as an
intentional object, the intentional consciousness by itself may fall into the danger of self-destruction.
It appears as “nausea.” Thus, lzutsu understands the experience of *nausea.”

The absolutely unarticulated “Being” prior to language is articulated with the semantic
functions of articulation by language, and the existent appears as it is; this is lzutsu’s view which
consists of the foundation of his linguistic theory. When one reads his work, Language and Magic:
Studies in the Magical Function of Speech (1956), one can understand that his view was typically
influenced by Weisgerber's theory of language. In regard to the importance of this influence, it is
obvious from lzutsu’'s statement that he wrote hiswork, God and Man in the Koran: Semantics of the
Koranic Weltanschauung (1964) with his intention of clarifying the analytical method by applying
for the specific document of the Qu 'ran, while he had the purpose of “producing what may be called
semantic sociology or generally what is called the semantic hermeneutics of culture, by developing
the semantics of the German linguistic school, represented by Weisgerber” (Completed Works of
Toshihiko Izutsu, the fifth volume, p. 235.). Thus, one may understand that until a certain period,
Izutsu devel oped his Islamic studies toward a semantic sociology or a semantic hermeneutics.

But he became gradualy unsatisfied with it. In his work “Introduction to Semantics’ [in
Japanese, Imiron josetsu, 1990], he says:

In his period when he delivered Lectures, Saussure typically intended to make a structural
analysis of semantic phenomena in their social ingtitutional aspects of linguistic meaning,
restricting his attention to the superficial dimension of language. In contrast, according to the
Yogacara tradition, representing the Oriental theory of language, | myself attempt to grasp
the reality of semantic phenomena in the productive vibration of unsteadiness in rather
subconscious or unconscious depth of meaning, not restricting their meanings to the social
ingtitutional fixation in the superficia dimension of language. (Completed Works of Toshihiko
Izutsu, the eleventh volume, p. 449.)

The shift from the semantics based on the superficial and sociological standpoint to that based
on the standpoint of deep consciousness may have been a condition for the construction of lzutsu’'s
Oriental Philosophy. The other condition is the establishment of his methodological strategy whose
coreisthe “synchronic structuralization.”

Here, what Izutsu calls the superficial or the deep is correspondent to the superficial dimension
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of consciousness or the deep one. The distinction between one who stands in the superficial
consciousness and one who observes the degp consciousness is definitively important. The latter is
the object of his Oriental philosophical consideration, and the state of the superficial consciousness
is aso seen from the deep consciousness.

Izutsu says, the reason why the hero in Nausea had the experience of feeling nausea in the
manifestation of the absolutely unarticulated “Being” was that he stood in the superficial
consciousness (Completed Works of Toshihiko Izutsu, the sixth volume, p. 12.). The superficia
consciousness has the structure of intentionality called “the consciousness of ...,” while the deep one
is not objective or intentional. One of the fundamenta characteristics of Oriental philosophy in
general, lzutsu points out, is that such a non-objective and unintentional consciousness is recognized
as an experienced fact (Ibid., p. 14.). Even though Oriental philosophers stand in the deep
consciousness, the world which is seen in the superficia consciousness does not disappear.
According to lzutsu, one's standing in the deep consciousness by opening its dimension means that
by making the deep consciousness and the superficial one function simultaneously, one observes the
non-existence and the existence of “Being” with the so-called “double views™ (lbid., p. 15.).
Moreover, in Oriental spiritual tradition, lzutsu says, there are the methods and organizations of the
preparation for accepting the absolutely unarticulated “Being.” One's standing in the deep
consciousness does not occur by chance, but can be attained through the ascetic practices based on
methods.

For one standing in the superficial consciousness, too, the metaphysical experience of nausea
could occur. The experience of nausea, however, is the so-called * experience of the dead end.” Thus,
one may recognize that it is the experience which cannot be clarified by itself. The “culminating
field” of metaphysical experiences would be clarified only through the metaphysical experiences
which occur by opening the deep consciousness with ascetic practices. By analyzing the
metaphysical experiences of Oriental philosophers, Izutsu expresses this “culminating field” as “the
zero-point of consciousness and being.”

According to lzutsu, in the Oriental philosophers experiences of the manifestation of the
absolutely unarticulated “Being,” the world of the previoudy articulated existent may appear without
any change (Ibid., p. 140). But athough the world is articulated, it is articulated without the
“essence.” Thus, it is definitely different from the previously articulated world. That the experience
of nausea is the one of the dead end means that although there is the articulation of being, thereis no
stage where it attains the world without the “essence.” The condition that Being is articulated
without the solidification of the “essence” represents that one may observe the non-existence and the
existence of “Being” with a “double point of view.” In such a condition, one may find the

“productive vibration of unsteadiness in the unconscious depth.”
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