From our memory of the events on 8 November 2017

In our visit to the impressive buildings of the Tenri University we were delighted
to be welcome guests of the Tenri University Library, on 8 November 2017. The
weather was so so: windy and rainy, but the golden leaves of the trees lining our
path to the granite stairs of the library building emphasised the special character
of this visit.

Library staff members were located at elegant spacious rooms with solid furniture.
They were extremely helpful, and upon listening to our stories of those old ties
between Japan and The Netherlands, they produced that wonderful book written
by one of our heroes in these stories: the “Opperhoofd” Hendrik Doeff, whom we
admire tremendously. It was written in Dutch, and in fact published in 1833 at
Haarlem, by a Dutch publisher. Doeff had prepared a Dutch-Japanese and
Japanese-Dutch dictionary, and spoke Japanese very well. There was animosity
between Doeff and Siebold, because the latter claimed to be creator of such a
dictionary, and | remember when we were shown the book in the Tenri University
Library, | looked for passages relating to this conflict. Clearly, these claims were
false. Nevertheless, also Siebold is one of our heroes, because he was this
obsessed documentalist, who documented things that no Japanese person would
document at those times because it was trivial to them. To Siebold, nothing was
trivial, and he has given us an insight in early 18th-century Japan that is very
special. But so did Opperhoofd (literally “chief head”) Hendrik Doeff. | think we
could have spent days in that library.

Our sincere congratulations on the occasion of the highest possible ranking of
the Tenri University Library we include in this brief message.

Lambrecht Kok,

Professor of Theoretical Physics, University of Groningen
Mathilde E. Boon,

Director Pathologist, Leiden, The Netherlands
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